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Short Description

Berringsland 2010 is an election scenario based on a fictional Oceania country that is recuperating from 35 years of a right-wing dictatorship and is holding its first democratic elections since then.  Berringsland is a mid sized country in the southern hemisphere, located east of Australia and north of New Zealand. Berringland is an island nation, with coasts on the Tasman and Coral Seas and the Pacific Ocean. It is a member of the Commonwealth, and a former British colonial possession which independence in 1946.  
The Political Parties

Christian Democrats:  Currently the governing party of Berringsland, the Christian Democrats is a centrist party based around an inclusive view of society based on respect and mutual Christian values.  The party attracts support from all classes and from the various Christian denominations, and is for the most part strongly supportive of holding the old National Party regime accountable and securing the Decembrist Revolution.

The United Left: The United Left is a left-wing, socialist party with strong ties to the more militant trade unions, the rural and urban working classes, first nations, and the nonreligious. The United Left aims to engage all peoples of Berringsland through democratic and socialist political action based on compassion, equality, and freedom.  The Party was formed out of a merger of the Communist Party of Berringsland with the Radical Republicans and other left-wing and socialist parties opposed to the National Party regime.    

Liberal Republican Party:  The Liberal Republicans have a market liberal, socially and military centrist, republican, and secular vision for Berringsland.  The party’s support is mostly confined to the middle and upper classes, although it attracts supporters and opponents of the National Party regime due to its endorsement of more conciliatory policies with the old regime coupled with its liberal ideology.  The LRP is essentially the center-right party in the Berringsland political spectrum, although some members would dispute this.
New National Party: The New National Party is the reformed version of the old ruling National Party and populated with supporters of the old regime.  The party is the “far-right” on the political spectrum, but with cross-class appeal to its appeals to prejudice and racial resentment among Anglophone whites.  The NNP does have some populist positions, like its support for national health care and corporatism, but most of its policies are tailored towards the corporate and economic oligarchs that were a critical component of the old regime.
Movement for Social Democracy:  The MSD was a social democratic party that was initially the dominant voice of the centre-left after the December Revolution, but its support has ebbed due to poor and erratic leadership.  The party’s base comes from working class voters (and some in the middle class), but its appeal is chiefly confined to Southern Berringsland.  The Party hopes to retain its relevance in democratic politics, but the United Left, Christian Democrats, and LRP have stolen away most of its potential voters.
Independents: There are some candidates who are running independent of the major parties, but their influence and numbers have declined since becoming the largest group in the appointed post-Revolution assembly.
Facts and Information about Berringsland

Government: Constitutional Monarchy with a Parliamentary Democracy
Current Monarch: Queen Elizabeth II 
Governor-General: Reginald .C. Fitzwilliam
Current First Minister: Roland Knightly
Population: 6.5 million people
Major Industries: finance, agriculture, wine-making, forestry, iron & steel, ore mining, fishing, manufacturing, and tourism

Introduction

Berringsland is a mid sized country in the southern hemisphere, located east of Australia and north of New Zealand. Berringland is an island nation, with coasts on the Tasman and Coral Seas and the Pacific Ocean. The geographical centre of the country is roughly at 25 degrees south and 160 degrees east.

The country has a total population of just over 6.5 million. The provisional Capital is based at the quiet, provincial town of Madaline, having just been relocated from Clark. In the country's short history, Adelford, the largest city, and Lewiston, the first white settlement, have also served as the capital.

English-speaking whites make up the majority of the population, but there are also significant minorities of Francophones and indigenous 'First Nations'. Small groups of blacks, Asians, German speakers and North Africans also call the island home. Anglican Protestantism in the form of the Church of Berringsland is the main religion.

Berringsland is nominally a member of the Commonwealth, although relations have soured in past years. The Head of State is still Queen Elizabeth II in name only , represented by Governor-General Reginald .C. Fitzwilliam. The flag still incorporates the flag of the UK in the upper hoist-side quadrant, along with a distorted southern cross.

Although classified by the World Bank as an Upper Income country, Berringsland has many economic problems. Income inequality is high, vast areas of the north remain undeveloped and years of protectionism mean that businesses are uncompetitive. The currency is the Berringsland dollar ($BLD).

Years of dictatorship have been ended by the December Revolution and for the most part order has been restored. However, some areas of the country are still in turmoil and a permanent solution will have to be found for the Loyalist militias that are holding out in the wilderness.

Berringsland is taking its first steps towards democracy with the establishment of a Provisional Government. The new government is based on the Westminster model and elections are due to be called within a matter of months, taking place under a First Past the Post electoral system.
Berringsland
Province One – Adelford

‘The Heart of a Nation’

Geography: By far the largest and most modern city in Berringsland, Adelford is built on a flat plain on the island’s south coast. As well as Adelford city this province is made up of the Tompkin’s Rock peninsula and Edisburg Island. The Tennstone and lesser Otway rivers meet in the centre of Adelford and flow out towards the sea in the south. The city’s climate is warm to temperate.

Population Distribution: Everywhere in Adelford is densely populated. The centre of the city has both middle class and proletarian neighbourhoods and is home to the main shopping districts, the city’s cathedral and one of only two universities in the country. The west is heavily industrial while the east is made up of leafy suburbs. The south of the city is home to Bank of Berringsland, the stock market and the financial district as well as several government departments and the Parliament building that served as the centre of government between independence from the UK and the rise of the National Party.

Demographics: Whites make up 88% of Adelford’s population, First Nations make up 8% and Asians and blacks make up 2% each, making the city one of the most diverse locations in Berringsland. English is spoken as a first language by 97% of people here, 1% speak First Nation languages and 2% speak a range of other tongues.

Anglicans are the largest religious group here and 37% of the population are members of the Church of Berringsland. It should be no surprise that the largest and most cosmopolitan city has the lowest levels of religious observance and a full 33% of Adelford residents are Atheists. The city has an average number of Catholics (16%) and a large Jewish (5%) community. Small minorities of Evangelicals (3%), Non-Conformists (2%), First Nation Believers (2%) and Muslims (2%) worship here, as well as a tiny Buddhist community.

Adelford is home to people from the top to the bottom of the social spectrum, with large working and middles classes as well as a small underclass and overclass. Incomes here are around the national average.

Economy: Adelford has a modern economy with a growing service sector. The city is home to many corporations and financial institutions, a large retail centre and a vast array of small businesses. Industry has taken a backseat to services in recent years, but is still vitally important to the city.

Province Two – New Sussex

‘The Garden Province’

Geography: The region's landlocked centre is hilly, the beginning of the mountain range that runs the length of the island, while most coastal areas are flat plains. New Sussex has an uneven coastline, with many isolated peninsula and outlying islands. The climate here is similar to New Zealand with warm summers and cool winters.

Population Distribution: The population of New Sussex is concentrated in the west, where the suburbs of Adelford have swallowed up several small towns. The tenth largest town in the country, St. Margaret’s sits on the island of Nova Leire in the east. Between these two settlements are farmlands, forests and sleepy idyllic hamlets.

Demographics: As the least racially diverse province in the country, whites make up 93% of New Sussex’s population. First Nations make up only 6% - and most of these are concentrated on the Island of Nova Leire. The remaining 1% is mostly black, although there are a few Asians living here as well. English is spoken as a first language by 97% of people here, 1% speaks French, 1% First Nation languages and 1% speaks a range of south east Asian languages.

The mother province of the Church of Berringsland is only home to an average number of Anglicans (44%). Levels of Atheism (26%) and Catholicism (17%) are around the national average as well, while New Sussex is home to a large number of Non-Conformists (9%). Small minorities of Believers (2%) and Evangelicals (1%) also worship here and the region is home to tiny Jewish and Buddhist communities.

New Sussex is a bourgeois province, made up of new middle class professionals as well as old middle class farmers. A rural working class minority is employed on some of the larger farms some of the port towns give the area a tiny proletariat. The area is also home to many Founding Family estates. Incomes here are well above the national average.

Economy: Much of the west is the commuter suburbs of the capital, employing many white collar workers. The region also has a strong tertiary sector itself, although the east, south and islands are more geared towards agriculture, logging and wine-making.

Province Three – Lewisia

‘The First Province’

Geography: The western half of this region is highland, a part of the chain of mountains that stretches along the length of the island. The centre and east are made up of gentle rolling hills. The climate is Mediterranean, becoming cooler in the south. Lewisia was the first place on the mainland where British settlers disembarked and Lewiston was the nation’s capital throughout the colonial period.

Population Distribution: Lewiston, the fourth biggest settlement in the country, is the largest city in Lewisia. Harrervale is also densely populated. Suburbs stretch between the two towns and can also be found around Adelford’s borders in the south. The rest of the riding is generally rural and sparsely populated.

Demographics: Whites make up 89% of Lewisia’s population and 10% is First Nation. The remaining 1% is mainly black, although there are a few Asians as well. English is spoken as a first language by 95% of the First Province’s citizens, 3% speak First Nation languages and 2% speak other tongues.

Lewisia is not quite the most Anglican area of the country, but it is the only province where Protestants have a majority in every district. The Church of Berringsland claims the spiritual loyalty of 57% of people here, 23% are Atheists and 11% are Catholics. Small minorities of First Nation Believers (4%), Evangelicals (3%), Non-Conformists (2%) and Jews (1%) also worship here, as well as a tiny Islamic community.

Lewisia is a middle class province. There is a proletarian minority in the towns and a small rural working class in the poorer parts of the countryside. Many Founding Family estates can also be found here, especially around the historic ‘First Settlements’ region. Incomes here are above the national average.

Economy: Lewisia's economy is split between services in its urban heartlands and agriculture in its rural areas. Some manufacturing also exists, both in the cities and the isolated DeBerry valley. The province is home to the only oilfield in the country, although it is not big enough to make the island anywhere near self-sufficient in this respect.

Province Four – Hartley

‘The Iron Province’

Geography: The islands central mountain range descends into foothills in this provinces north-east. Rolling hills and valleys continue to make up much of the regions inland centre, while the urban northwest and southeast are fairly flat. The climate is similar to the Mediterranean region of Europe in the north, fading closer to temperate along the south coast.

Population Distribution: Berringsland’s third city, Johnstown, is in the north west of Hartley and the province’s south east is densely populated with lots of small industrial towns. The rugged centre of the province is much more sparsely populated.

Demographics: Whites make up 88% of Hartley’s population, 10% are First Nation and the remaining 2% are black, although there are a few Asians living here as well. English is spoken as a first language by 97% of people here, a minority of the First Nations (2%) still prefer to speak their own dialect and 1% speak other languages.

Anglicans make up 39% of Hartley’s residents, 29% are Atheists and 22% are Catholics. Followers of the Church of Berringsland are concentrated in central and south eastern Hartley, while the city of Johnstown has an Atheist plurality with Catholics as the largest religious group. Small minorities of Believers (4%), Non-Conformists (3%) and Evangelicals (2%) also worship here and there are tiny Jewish, Buddhist and Muslim communities.

Hartley is a heavily proletarian province, even in its rural areas. A small middle class lives in some of the more desirable neighbourhoods and some of the grittier estates are home to a small underclass. Incomes here are just below the national average.

Economy: The economy of Hartley is well developed. Industry and manufacturing are strong here, and the service sector also makes up a small but growing percentage of the provinces output. Some farms and primary industries exist in the more rural centre.

Province Five – Norfolk Island

‘The Holiday Isle’

Geography: The island of Norfolk is located just off the coast of the mainland, across Fletcher's Strait. Norfolk Isle has a pleasant Mediterranean climate and the island is covered by gentle hills and pine woods. After the revolution the Provisional Government was set up on Norfolk Island and the sleepy town of Madaline found itself to be the nation’s capital.

Population Distribution: As well as Madaline, Norfolk Island is home to two small towns; Port Vincent and Kingston. Around half the island’s population live in these settlements and the other half live in small villages and on farms throughout the countryside.

Demographics: One of the least Caucasian parts of the country, whites only make up 55% of Norfolk’s population. Norfuks (The descendants of the Bounty mutineers who settled here, part European sailor, part Tahitian and part South Seas pirate) make up 33% and 12% are First Nation. Multicultural families and mixed race children are a common sight on Norfolk Island. English is ubiquitous and is spoken as a first language by 98% of the population, while 2% still prefer to use First Nation languages.

Members of the Free Churches make up 38% of Norfolk Island’s population and this is only region where state Anglicanism is not the largest religion. Atheists make up 27% of the Island’s population, Protestants make up 19% and Catholics make up 9%. Small minorities of First Nation Believers 6%, Jews (1%) and Evangelicals (1%) also worship here.

Norfolk is a middle class island with a sizeable rural working class minority in the countryside and a small proletariat in the three towns. Incomes are well above the national average here and unemployment is low.

Economy: The economy of Norfolk Island is split between services, tourism and agriculture. Due to the establishment of the Provisional Government at Madaline, public administration and the civil service are likely to become major employers, at least for a while. The National Party's regime was never strong here, and the revolution was bloodless, causing very little damage to property and the islands economy.

Province Six – Emmet

‘The Lakeland Province’

Geography: The east of this mainly subtropical province is dominated by large lakes nestled amongst rolling hills and the occasional flat plain. The west is hilly and becomes steadily more mountainous towards the centre of the island. Emmet is known as a stronghold of National Party support. The main city here, Clark, served as their capital from the rise of their dictatorship to the recent December revolution.

Population Distribution: Clark City is the major population centre in Emmet and well over half of the province’s population live either in the city or its immediate surrounds. The town of Palmerston in the south provides the only other urban centre and the rest of the province is rural.

Demographics: Whites make up 92% of Emmet’s population, 7% are First Nation and the remaining 1% is black and Asian. The city of Clark, being a stronghold of the National Party's regime, has not been kind to the islands minorities and is nearly all white – most First Nation live in the province’s rural areas. Around half of the First Nations (4%) still speak their traditional language and English is spoken by a majority of the population (96%).

The most Anglican province in the country, 57% of the people here are members of the Church of Berringsland. Atheists make up 21% of the population and 11% are Catholics. Small minorities of Non-Conformists (4%), Evangelicals (4%), First Nation Believers (3%) and Jews (1%) also worship here – along with tiny Islamic and Buddhist communities.

The social structure of Emmet is divided. Clark City is home to large proletarian and bourgeois classes, while the countryside has a sizeable old middle class and rural working class. Incomes here are just below the national average.

Economy: Clark City has large industrial and service sectors, while the rest of this province is predominantly agricultural. The revolution has taken its toll on Emmet, and Clark in particular, leaving several sections of the city damaged.

Province Seven - Bornett

‘The Free Province’

Geography: The central mountain range runs the length of this province. The land gradually flattens until it becomes a thin strip of flatland along the coast. The Peace River, the longest in Berringsland, twists and turns its way to the coast through this province’s hills. The climate is mainly Mediterranean with temperatures creeping up to sub-tropical levels in the two northern ridings.

Population Distribution: The population is most concentrated along the coast, where several industrial towns are built adjoining one another. Reasonably well populated farmlands surround these towns. Beyond the farms of the dales is a sparsely populated mountain wilderness.

Demographics: Whites make up 88% of the riding’s population, 10% are First Nation and 2% are black. English is spoken as a first language by 95% of the people here and around half of the First Nations (5%) still prefer to use their own tongue.

Bornett began as a Free Church settlement and saw many settlers from the UK’s Celtic regions – leading to a varied religious landscape. As a result of this the different groups here have learned to get along with each other and this province has been spared the racial and religious tensions that plague the rest of the north. Anglicans are still the largest denomination, but with 26% of the population they can hardly be described as dominant. Atheists make up 22% of Bornett’s citizens, 20% are Non-Conformist, 18% are Catholic, 8% are Evangelical, 5% are Believers and 1% is Jewish.

Bornett’s urban areas are mainly proletarian and the countryside is home to a rural working class majority. The bourgeois classes might be in the minority but it is a sizeable one - both in the suburbs and in the richer rural areas. Incomes here are around the national average.

Economy: A balanced province, Bornett’s coastal towns are mainly industrial settlements with small service sectors and several fisheries. The interior of the province is focused on agriculture and primary industry with a few popular tourist locations.

Province Eight – Torfrey

‘The Dairy Province’

Geography: This volcanic region is starkly divided between high mountain peaks in its interior and flat plains along the coast. A lone dormant volcano’s eruptions have created a large peninsula in the south west. Many rural areas of this province are forested, especially inland. The climate here is subtropical.

Population Distribution: There is one small city, Calvert, built on the mouth of a river in the south east. A few provincial towns can be found as well but this province is predominately rural.

Demographics: Whites make up 86% of Torfrey’s population, 13% are First Nation and 1% is black. English is spoken as a first language by 93% of people here and around half the First Nations (7%) prefer to speak their traditional languages.

A majority of Torfrey’s residents are members of the Church of Berringsland (54%). The province has smaller than average populations of Atheists (18%) and Catholics (14%) but one of the largest populations of First Nation Believers (6%). Small minorities of Evangelicals (4%), Non-Conformists (4%) and Jews (1%) also worship here.

This is generally a working class province. The proletariat dominates in Calvert and most countryside areas have a rural working class minority. Small new middle classes live in Calvert’s suburbs and the provincial towns of Fort Victoria and New Tiverton. Most of the land is owned by a small old middle class and a tiny number Founding Families, making incomes here very unequal. Nevertheless, the rural working classes here are generally deferential to their social betters. Incomes here are below the national average.

Economy: This region is highly fertile due to high rainfall and the rich volcanic soil. Crop and dairy farming is the main source of income. Calvert has a fledgling manufacturing industry and the city is home to Berringsland's only oil refinery.

Province Nine – New Caledonia

‘The Patriot Province’

Geography: The island’s mountain chain continues right up to the northern coast of this province, leaving only small flat areas in the east and west. This region is on the tropic of cancer and is mainly rainforest in the east and dry tropical forest in the west. The New Caledonia Coral Reef spreads along the northwest coast. New Caledonia was originally a colony of France and retains a large Francophone population along with a much higher than average First Nation population.

Population Distribution: The Anglophone population is concentrated in the west, around the town of Gilberton and the Francophone mainly in the east, around the town of Nouméa. The central and northern regions of this province, as well as the Loyalty Islands, are very sparsely populated.

Demographics: Whites make up 73% of this province’s population, 22% are First Nation, 3% are Asian and 2% are of North African descent. The whites brake down into two distinct groups; Patriots who make up 39% of the population; and Caldoches who make up 34%. English is spoken as a first language by 41% of the population, French is spoken by 38%, First Nation languages are spoken by 18% and 3% speak a variety of south east Asian languages.

This is the only province where Catholics are the largest religious group and members of the Church of Rome make up 32% of the population. Anglicans make up 29%, Atheists 16% and First Nation Believers 15%. Needless to say there is a strong correlation between religion and ethnicity here. Small minorities of Evangelicals (2%), Non-Conformists (2%), Muslims (2%) and Buddhists (1%) also worship here, along with a tiny community of Jews.

This is a rural working class province, although minorities of the proletariat and old and new middle classes can be found throughout the area. Incomes here are below the national average and unemployment is high. The region’s precarious economic situation has not been helped by the revolution. Ethnic tensions are sky high here and the chaos was used to settle old scores as well as to try and gain an advantage over rival racial groups. The result has been much death and destruction, as well as sharp increases in unemployment.

Economy: The main industries here are agriculture, logging and tourism. Mining is also a growing sector and the region contains one quarter of the worlds nickel deposits, although only a fraction of that is currently exploited. Secondary industry is limited in size and technology complexity here – food processing and textiles are the main manufacturing businesses. Tourism aside, the service sector is tiny here too and most people rely on primary industry for their living

Province Ten – The Northeastern Territories

‘The Frontier’

Geography: The region is subtropical and is mainly covered by jungle or arid wasteland. Much of the west is mountainous, while the north east is a large, flat, arid plateau.

Population Distribution: This is an empty area, home to only 80,000 people. There are two settlements of note, Kalgoorkatta in the far south east and Verdant on coast in the north west. Other than that, the people here tend to live on lone farmsteads or in tiny hamlets.

Demographics: First Nations make up 51% of the population of the territories, making it the only area to have a non-white majority. Whites make up 49% of the frontiersmen. First Nation languages are spoken as a first language by 45%, English is spoken by 40% and 15% speak French.

This is the only province where a non-Christian denomination is in the majority and First Nation Believers make up 41% of the territories’ population. Anglicans make up 21% of the population, Catholics make up 17% and Atheists make up barely 15%. Small minorities of Evangelicals (4%) and Non-Conformists (2%) also worship here. 

This is an overwhelmingly rural working class area. A tiny proletariat works in the mines around Kalgoorkatta and a tiny old middle class owns much of the productive land. The average income here is very low.

Economy: Logging and Mining are the region’s main activities. There is with some agriculture, although this is held back by the vast forests, and some fishing where the land is low enough at the coast to allow boats to be used.

History of Berringsland





Green – The green areas show areas where Berringsland’s indigenous First Nation culture is still dominant. Originally covering the entire island chain, progressive waves of colonisation have either assimilated the aborigines into western culture or pushed them into forested, mountainous lands in the far north. Green areas will likely have pluralities of Believers and speakers of First Nation languages and the indigenous people will live much the same as they have for the last few centuries.

Gray – Captain Cook was the first European to see Berringsland in 1774, he came ashore on the large island to the south west of the mainland and named it after the Duchess of Norfolk. In 1778 a penal colony was established both to gain access to the shipbuilding materials the Royal Navy was desperately in need of after the loss of New England and to discourage the French from settling the island. Deemed to isolated to maintain, the settlement only lasted 10 years. It was destroyed so it could not be used by another European power and its people shipped to Van Diemen’s Land.

In 1790 the Bounty Mutineers along with their Tahitian brides, under the command of Fletcher Christian, settled on the north of Norfolk Island. Although there were some skirmishes, they got on fairly well with the island’s First Nations and there were some marriages. This free spirited settlement soon began to attract South Seas pirates seeking a refuge for the Navy, adding many more races into the growing cultural mix.

In 1824 the British government instructed the Governor of New South Wales Thomas Brisbane to occupy Norfolk Island as a place to send “the worst description of convicts”. To this purpose a second military and penal outpost was established at Kingston. As French interest in the islands was increasing again this colony was to be made permanent. The coming of the British brought Norfolk’s days as a centre of piracy to a close, but the British, First Nations and ‘Norfuk’ mutineer families coinhabited the island reasonably peacefully.

Light Blue – The voyages of La Pérouse drew French attention to Oceania and its increasing colonisation by the British. In 1792 Napolean I ordered that the island of Nova Leire be settled and claimed for France. This colony did not stay in French hands for long. A series of decisive naval victories in the St Margaret’s channel saw the British occupation of the island and it was formally transfered to the British Empire in the 1815 Treaty of Paris.

Pink – Commander Berring landed just north of what is now Lewiston in 1794 and established the first European settlement on the mainland. Frequent deals, battles and treaties with the First Nation expanded to borders of this colony and ships of settlers from England came to populate the new country and build better lives for themselves. Lewiston was the largest of these early settlements and quickly became the colony’s capital.

Yellow – Discrimination against members of the Free Churches in Britain led many Non-Conformists to turn to the New World in search of a better life. Free colonies, outside the sphere of British rule, were established north of the Lewisia colony at Whitehaven, on Norfolk Island and in the far south east. The most important Free Church colony however, was at Bornett. Miles from the cloak of protection offered by the British, the Bornett colony was forced to maintain peaceful relations with its First Nation neighbours.

After the repeal of the Test Act in 1829, which abolished legal discrimination against Britain’s religious minorities, the flow of Free Church emmigrants lessened and the existing colonies were less hostile to British rule. All were quickly assimilated into the Berringsland colony. Bornett, the largest of the Free Colonies, remained an attractive destination for British Non-Conformists and its reputation for religous and ethnic tolerance meant it experienced an influx of Catholic, Evangelical and Celtic immigrants.

Purple – The failed revolutions of 1848 led to much political repression in Germany. Coupled with a lack of economic opportunities for the lower classes, this led many to emmigrate. Although most headed to the American Mid-West, a trickle travlled to the newly established British colony of Berringsland seeking a fresh start. Settling just to the south of the main British towns their community is centered around Neustadt in south east Lewisia.

Blue – New Caledonia was made a French possession in 1849, as an attempt by Napoleon III to rival the British colonies in Australia, New Zealand and south Berringsland. The colony was home to important penal camps as well as attracting free settlers. At the Berlin Conference of 1884 the leaders of the Third Republic traded their main oceanic possesion to Britian in exchange for concessions in the scramble for Africa. This move ignited riots and civil disobedience amongst Berringsland’s new Francophone citizens and the region had to be governed by both powers until the outbreak of war in 1914 allowed Britian to take full control. As part of the deal between the two powers France continued to maintain its major penal camp Rivage-Des-Pins until it closed in1922.

Red – Population growth and sustained high levels of immigration from Britain led to further territorial expansions in the south. A major offensive by British forces against the First Nations began in 1853, leading to the annexation of what is now Hartley. A new colony was also established in the north of Berringsland in 1860 – to check the growth of the French settlements.

Dark Red – The final surge of British colonisation took place between the ending of French rule over the north in 1884 and the outbreak of war twenty years later. It took a hardy breed of settler to make a home in the mountains and jungles of central Berringsland – and to face the First Nation tribes who had already been relocated here. The colonisation process was brought to an abrupt halt in 1914, when war in Europe diverted resources away from battling the aboriginal peoples.

Recent History

-1945 – After Berringsland’s forces had contributed to the allied victory in World War II a campaign for independence gathered momentum quickly. Its leader, George MacArthur, had commanded the colony’s troops in the war and argued that as so many Berringslanders had died defending democracy, it was only right that they had a democracy to defend.

-1946 – The British Government, facing similar demands across its Empire, struggling to pay for its Imperial possesions alongside its growing welfare state and assurred by promises Berringsland would remain a stauch ally, granted indepedence. The capital is moved from Lewiston to Adelford.

-1947 – The first elections to the Berringsland Parliament were a landslide for George MacArthur’s ‘National Movement’ and the General became the new nation’s first Prime Minister. The opposition was led by the anti-independence Imperial Party (concentrated in Lewisia and Emmet), while a tiny, hard-left Socialist Party won a few urban seats.

-1952 – (April) Berringsland became one of the first signatories to the ANZUS alliance. Proclaiming his nation’s solidarity with New Zealand and Australia was MacArthur’s last memorable act as Prime Minister.

-1952 – (May) The post-indepedence political landscape left the members of the National Movement with little in common. Bickering fractured the party and two major offshoot groups, the Centre Party and the National Party, also contested the 1952 elections. The agrarian Centre Party won a small majority, National Movement, now an exclusively urban, suburban and Francophone party, was the main opposition group. The Imperials declined somewhat, but managed to become the third party, while the Socialists and pro-independence, right-wing Nationals made inroads.

-1956 – The next elections saw the decline of National Movement as a serious political force – a single-issue party whose time had been. A few key figures such as MacArthur hung on to their seats and the party remained strong among French speakers, but its time as a contender for Government was over. The Centrists increased their majority and the Imperials faded.

-1959 – Along with the US and its ANZUS allies, Berringsland declares war on the North Vietnamese forces.

-1960 – The Centrists won large majorities in 1960, 1964 and 1968 due to the zeal of their agrarian supporters and a deeply divided opposition. The far-left Socialists were an urban party in a rural nation and the right limited its chances as the Imperials and Nationals fought each other more than the government.

-1969 – Twenty-three years after independence, all but the staunchest Imperial Party supporters are resigned to the truth that Berringsland will never rejoin Britain. The Imperials are subsumed into an insurgent National Party.

-1972 – War weariness, a series of scandals and a growing reputation for hubris, corruption and incompetence robbed the Centrists of the majority they had enjoyed for two decades. The newly energised Nationals become the official oppostion. The Centrists must rely on Socialist votes for support.

-1974 – The Centrist Prime Minister, Conner Bains, calls an early election in the hope of regaining his Parliamentary majority. The annihalation of the Berringsland Army just north of Saigon, along with alleged fraud and intimidation, results in a National Party victory. The Nationals pull out of the war, redistribute land towards white Anglophones and erect large tariff barriers. 

-1975 – The capital is moved from Adelford to Clark. Governor-General Reginald .C. Fitzwilliam flees to Wellington and establishes a government in exile.

-1976 – Electorally crushed and popularly reviled, the Centre Party disbands. Most Centrist MPs join the Nationals, a few join the Socialists and Conner Bains moves to Adelaide.

-1978 – The election returns of huge National majority, due to fraud and intimidation as well as the lack of an alternative in many rural areas. The few Socialist MPs elected, from Johnstown, eastern New Caledonia and western Adelford disappear shortly after the election. From here on the pretence of free democracy is abandoned, with all political parties but the Nationals banned.

-2005 – The anger caused by political repression and racist policies finally bubbles over in a series of riots across the country. These are put down in short order, but the seeds of dissent have been sown. For the next four years the security forces have their work cut out for them.

-2009 – The aftermath of the global financial crisis and economic downturn awakens the rebellious spirit in the wider population. Veterans from 2005 incite and organise the people into action while disgruntled units in the military sense weakness and turn on their political masters. In early December the country is in a state of civil war.

-2010 – By February the Decembrists have control of the vast majority of the country and the civil war is declared over. The Governor-General, Reginald .C. Fitzwilliam, returns from New Zealand and takes the lead in organising a provisional government and paving the way for real elections. The capital is moved from Clark to Madaline.
Demographics of Berringsland

Race
White 86%
First Nation 11%

African 1%

Norfuk 1%

Asian 1%

Religion

Anglican Protestant 41%
None 25%
Roman Catholic 17%
“Non-Conformists” (Other Protestant) 6%

“Believers” (Native Religions) 5%
Evangelical Christian 3%
Jewish 1%

Muslim 1%

Buddhist 1%

Geographic
Southerners 61%
Northerners 39%
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